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Fictive Story 
There was once a man walking on the beach with his dog, and the two were enjoying the 
timeless game of fetch.  The man would throw the stick out in front and the dog would excitedly 
run off, grab the stick, bring it back and the process would continue.   
 
However, on one occasion, the man’s throw was a bit off and the stick wound up flying out into 
the water.  Not to be discouraged, the dog took off after the stick—running on top of the 
water—retrieved it and brought it back to his dumbstruck owner.  (The dog must have been a 
Border Collie).   
 
To make sure he was not dreaming, the man intentionally threw the stick back out into the water 
just to see what would happen.  To his amazement, the dog once again ran on top of the water 
out to where the stick was floating, picked it up, traipsed back across the water and brought it 
back to the man.   
 
Shortly after this, another man came walking past.  The first man grabbed the second and 
declared, ‘You have to see this; it will absolutely amaze you!’  He then threw the stick out onto 
the water as far as he could.  Immediately, the dog did just as before: ran out on top of the 
water, grabbed the stick, trotted back across the water and returned the stick to the man. 
 
However, the second man stood unaffected by what happened.  Confused, the first man 
asked, ‘Did you not see what just happened?  Were you even watching?’  To make sure that 
nothing was missed, the incredible feat was performed once again only to have the second 
man respond in the same way.   
 
The first man became rather cross with the second man: ‘Didn’t I tell you that this was absolutely 
amazing?  I can’t believe that you can stand there, see this incredible event and not be 
amazed.’  The second man finally spoke.  He said, ‘I am amazed; you’re dog can’t swim, and 
you’re pretty cruel for sending that dog out there knowing he can’t swim.’   
 

Tangible Story 
Now, let me balance that fake story with a real one. When I was working at a church near my 
hometown, there was man in that church who had a rather high-profile job; he was an 
international salesman for major corporations, which meant he was always dealing with massive 
amounts of money.   
 
One night a group of us from the church went to his house for a birthday dinner.  Right before 
dinner, the man came in from one of his trips and sat down without saying very much.  
Admittedly, he was always the quiet sort, and very soft-spoken; so the fact that he said very little 
once he arrived was not too much of a surprise.  However, we could just tell that something was 
weighing heavily on his mind.   
 
About five minutes later, the man’s wife came into the dining room and asked him about his trip.  
In a very casual tone he said, ‘Well, we lost about three million dollars.’  The room fell dead quiet; 
none of us at the table could imagine what it must be like to lose that much cash, or what was 
going through his mind.   
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After a couple of seconds, he leaned forward and said, ‘If that’s the worst thing that happens to 
me today, then I’m doing all right.’  He then gave a blessing for the dinner and just carried on as 
usual.  I later found out that he would say that in response to everything that happened in life 
that other people would see as bad circumstances.   
 

Moral of the Stories 
The man in he first story refused to see the incredible display before his very eyes; instead, he 
only focused on the negative, which was really something he created in his own mind.  This kind 
of person is like the ones about whom Jesus basically said, ‘You know what: I could send 
prophets, miracle workers or even raise people from the dead, but it won’t matter; the people 
will still refuse to believe in me.’1 
 
The man in the second story refused to let the otherwise devastating news take his focus off of 
what truly matters.  The man knew that his family, his friends and more importantly his faith in 
God were all that he desired and counted as valuable—in fact, invaluable.  He is the sort of 
man who takes serious the verse in James that says: ‘Consider it all joy . . . when you encounter 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance’ (James 1.2-3). 
 
The point of these two stories is this: People often see things in the world according to how they 
choose to see them.  Or, to say it differently: people will often view the world and life’s 
circumstances according to who they are.  More times than not, it is when something goes 
wrong that we learn how a person views the world.  As C.S. Lewis once said, ‘Surely what a man 
does when he is taken off guard is the best evidence for what sort of man he is.’2   
 
Consider the life of Job: the dude lost nearly everything in a matter of hours, and yet he still says: 
‘The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.  May the name of the Lord be praised’ (Job 1.21).  He is 
able to respond this way because he is, as the opening of the book tells us, ‘a man who is 
blameless, upright, fears God and turns away from evil’ (Job 1.1).  Because he is all of these 
things, his response to life’s trials will be a reflection of who he is.   
 

‘You Think We Need One More’ 
Since we’re in a story-telling mood, let me throw in one more.  In 2005, I had the opportunity to 
see and listen to one of my intellectual and spiritual heroes: a man called, Ravi Zacharias.   
 
If you have no idea who this guy is, he is a devout follower of Jesus who goes all over the world 
giving people solid reasons for why Christianity is true and why it is worth believing.  He’s mostly 
known for speaking at major Universities.  This means he’s had to deal with some pretty hard-
hitting questions from people who are sceptical of the Christian faith. 
 
When I heard him speak in 2005, he told of a time when he encountered what he considered to 
be the toughest questions he’s ever been asked.  While visiting his hometown in India, Ravi came 
across an old friend.  This friend was quite respectful of Christianity but he refused to accept it as 
his faith.   
 
In one of their conversations, this friend asked Ravi a single question: ‘Of all the world’s religions, 
Christianity is the only one to claim that its followers are “changed” supernaturally.  In any other 
religion, if a person wants to “change”, then they bring about that “change” for themselves; but 
Christianity says God brings about that “change” for those who believe in him.  So, my question 

                                            
 1 Loose summary based on Luke 16.27-31. 

 2 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (2001), 192.   
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to you is this: where there is no obvious “change” in the life of the believer, what does that say 
about your God?’ 
 
I won’t give you the answer that Ravi gave to that question; mainly because it’s a question that 
each of us needs to wrestle with on our own.  However, I will say something as a way of 
encouraging your thought-processes: either God is who he shows himself to be, or he is not.  
Either we believe God is who he shows himself to be, or we do not.  Either we allow God to bring 
about the changes in our lives that he is able to bring and believe he can bring, or we resist him.   
 
What we cannot do is simply say that God is who he is when in reality we have no idea.  
Moreover, we cannot simply say that we believe in who God is when in reality we don’t.  And 
most importantly: we cannot simply say that God has changed us when in reality everything 
about our lives suggests that nothing has changed at all.  
 
I’ll just leave all of that with you for now to consider.   
 

Review of Where We’ve Been 
As you all should know by now, we’re making our way through the Gospel of Mark, which in 
many ways is the story of Jesus’ life and ministry.  Specifically, it’s the story of what God is doing 
in and through the life and ministry of Jesus.  More to the point: it’s the story of the amazing, 
powerful and life-changing work of God in the person of Jesus.  We are nearly half way through 
this incredible Gospel, and so far we’ve seen a number of amazing, powerful and life-changing 
things happen.   
 
Jesus has cast out demons; he’s healed people with diseases and physical defects; he’s taught 
some powerful lessons about God; he’s caused violent storms to become still with a simple 
command; he’s chucked out more demons, this time into some pigs—just to spice things up a 
bit; he’s healed other people without doing anything; he’s raised people from the dead; he’s 
given insight into who God is and what God is doing; and he’s fed an enormous crowd of 
people with some kid’s lunch.   
 
Again, this is just the first half of the story; there’s still a few more chapters to go.  However, as it’s 
been pointed out already: the Gospel of Mark is more than just a story of Jesus’ life and ministry, 
and it’s more than just a story of all the amazing, powerful and life-changing things that Jesus 
does during his life and ministry.  As Chris mentioned last week: the purpose of Mark’s Gospel is to 
bring people to a decision of faith in the person of Jesus.   
 
This sort of faith commitment is rooted in a proper understanding of who Jesus is and why he is 
able to do amazing, powerful and life-changing things.  In many ways, this is connected with 
something else Chris noted, where he said: Jesus understood his mission and found his identity in 
his relationship with God, and Mark has been showing us something incredible about that 
relationship. 
 
If we say that Jesus’ words and actions are directly related to his identity, and if we say Jesus 
knows that his identity is directly related who God is; we can safely say that all of the amazing, 
powerful and life-changing things done in the life and ministry of Jesus are really reflections of 
what God is doing.  It’s no wonder that Jesus will later ask his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I 
am?’; and then follow that question with, ‘But who do you say I am?’   
 
The point of the different questions is to see who people think Jesus is and why they think what 
they do.  Those who say that Jesus is John the Baptist, or Elijah, or one of the other great 
prophets, they are saying nothing more than: Jesus is a powerful teacher, he is able to do some 
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wonderful miracles, and he is simply announcing the kingdom of God.  While all of these are 
true, they are only true to a point.  They all fail to arrive at the deeper and richer truth about who 
Jesus really is.   
 
This failure is understandable because the people are only focusing on what they can see and 
experience; they are not looking for what’s going on behind the scenes or why this behind-the-
scenes stuff is even happening.  Also, the people fail to understand because they seem to have 
only a basic understanding of who God is and what he has been doing throughout history.   
 
This is the God who created the universe and everything in it, who brought order to the cosmic 
chaos just by his words.  This is the God who called Abraham in his ripe old age to be the father 
of a great nation, which is slightly humorous if you think about it.  This is the God who preserved 
Abraham’s descendents through some pretty tight spots.  This is the God who later called Moses 
onto a mountain, caused a bush to be on fire but not burn, and identified himself as, ‘Yahweh’, 
or ‘I AM’.    
 
Just as a quick side note: God calling himself Yahweh is really interesting.  It’s not so much a 
question about ‘Yahweh’ being a proper name as it a statement about who God is.  While it is 
true that we normally read this name as, ‘I AM’; that really only begins to describe things.  The 
larger significance behind the name, Yahweh is the idea of eternal existence.  The longer version 
would be: I was, I am, and I forever will be.  Or, to put it more abstractly: there was never a time 
when I did not exist.   
 
Where this gets really cool is when we think about who God is, and then pair that with the longer 
meaning of the name, Yahweh.  With regard to who God is, we might say on a very general 
level: God is love, God is king, God is sovereign, God is with us, God is judge, God is patient, God 
is holy, etc.  Now, think about those things in relation to the fact that is he was, is and forever will 
be.  I’ll let you roll that one around for a while.   
 
Where was I?  Oh, yeah: the God the people should have known.  This is the God who 
performed mighty works in the presence of Pharaoh.  This is the God who went with the people 
through the desert, guiding them with the cloud by day the fire by night.  This is the God who 
rescued his people by dividing the waters of the sea so that the people could walk on dry land.  
Pharaoh’s army, not so fortunate.   
 
As another freebie: in ancient thought, especially Jewish thinking, the water or the sea was 
understood in two ways.  On the one hand, the water or the sea was viewed as the source of 
life.  On the other much bigger hand—which sounds a bit freaky—the water or the sea was 
viewed as the place not only of destruction but also evil.  When we look at the wonderfully 
descriptive book of Revelation, we see this idea of evil emerging from the sea.  The beasts that 
seek to make war with God and his saints all come from the sea.   
 
Related to this view is the image of God standing victorious over the water or the sea.  In fact, in 
nearly every case where the water or the sea is portrayed as the source of evil, God is portrayed 
as being the source of salvation or rescue for the saints.  We see this profoundly in the book of 
Revelation where God’s throne is on top of the sea, thus showing his absolutely authority and 
control over all things.  We find of a glimpse of this in the Exodus story where God parts the sea 
to allow his people to be rescued from Pharaoh.   
 
I could go on about all the incredible things that God did for his people, but I think you see the 
point I’m trying to make.  The only thing I would add is that God constantly reminds his people 
that he is the God who brought them out of the land of Egypt.  This is basically a shorthanded 
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way of saying: remember everything—i.e. all the mighty deeds—I did for you, and never forget 
who I am.  Also, this double command of remembering and not forgetting is often connected 
with the need for obedience to the ways of God and to have faith in him.   
 
Now, I’m sure many of you are wondering why we’re thinking about all this other stuff when 
we’re supposed to be looking the ministry of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel.  If you weren’t, you 
probably are now since I brought it up.  Let’s turn our attention now to the Gospel of Mark and 
see how the time we’ve just spent might pay off.   
 

Jesus Walks on Water 
Our story for this morning is found in Mark 6.45-56, and it’s really two episodes that seem to be 
disconnected.  Instead of reading through the entire thing first, let’s just roll through it piece by 
piece so that we can see what’s going on with these two stories.   
 

[Read Mark 6.45-46] 
 
As you can probably tell, our story comes right on the heels of the miraculous feeding of 5000+ 
people with some kid’s lunch.  It was already pretty late in the day when the feeding started, 
and filling that many bellies is not going to be quick.  Since it was starting to become dark, Jesus 
encouraged the people to make their way home.  At the same time, he tells the disciples to get 
in a boat and travel to the city of Bethsaida.  
 
For the sake of perspective, this story most like took place on the western side of the Sea of 
Galilee, possibly near the city of Tiberias.  The Sea of Galilee was not some little pond that was 
great for picnics; this Sea was quite large.  From top to bottom, it was nearly 12 miles long; and 
at its widest, the east and west borders were roughly 7 miles apart.  If we assume a place near 
Tiberias as the location for this story, and since Bethsaida is located near the northern-most edge 
of the sea; we’re talking about a 6 or 7-mile journey for the disciples. 
 
Once the disciples got on their way and the crowd dismissed, Jesus goes up on a mountain for 
prayer.  If you didn’t notice it with the feeding of the 5000+, I really hope you see a connection 
between this story and the story of the exodus.  When the Israelites were wandering in the 
desert, they complained about not having any food.  In response, God provides manna—usually 
thought of as, ‘bread from heaven’.  Here, in Mark’s Gospel, the crowds have come out to see 
Jesus and the disciples are worried that they will starve.  In response, Jesus miraculously feeds 
everyone with five chunks of bread and two slimy fish.   
 
In the wilderness, Moses goes up on a mountain to be alone with God and receive instruction for 
how the people are to live.  Here, in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus goes up on a mountain by himself to 
pray—i.e. to be with God.  If you’re wondering if the story in Mark is trying to say something 
about Jesus in relation to Moses; you’re wondering is correct.  Keep in mind that God promised 
his people that he would send someone who is greater than Moses (Deuteronomy 18.15-20).  The 
majority of Mark’s Gospel, and especially this story, points to that promise. 
 
Let’s read on and find out what else happens. 
 

[Read Mark 6.47-48] 
 
Here we see that between 3 and 6am, while Jesus was praying, the disciples had managed to 
paddle just over three miles.  However, a major storm arose and prevented them from going any 
farther.  As the Gospel of Matthew tells this same story, the boat was being abused by the 
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waves—to the point where it was about to break.  Naturally, the disciples in the boat were afraid 
for their lives.   
 
Mark tells us that Jesus saw their trouble and decided to go out to them.  He didn’t go down to 
the shore and hire a canoe or get some chap to take him out in some high-powered rescue 
craft.  No; Jesus walks out to the disciples . . . on the water . . . in the storm . . . no hidden wires or 
trick photography.  Theology and connections with OT stuff aside: you have to wonder if Jesus 
thought to himself before going out: ‘They’re going to love this.’  Maybe with a smile on his face, 
Jesus comes down the mountain starts walking on the water. 
 
Now, many have tried to explain this without the possibility of it being a miracle.  As early as the 
18th century, some people claimed that Jesus merely ‘jumped from one submerged rock to 
another in order to give the impression he was walking on water.’1  But that’s what the text says.  
The Greek word used for ‘walking’ in this passage typically means something like a casual stroll.  
Even if we forget about the language, there is a bigger problem with this theory.  At its 
deepest—which is basically right in the middle—the Sea of Galilee is nearly 150 feet deep; the 
bulk of Sea is nearly 70 feet deep, so walking on submerged rocks is pretty much out of the 
question.   
 
More recently, a professor of oceanography, along with two other scholars, suggested that 
Jesus was walking on sheets of ice that had formed on Sea during the night.2  These guys argued 
that scientific and historical data show that the Sea of Galilee experienced a massive cooling 
phase—conveniently during the time when Jesus supposedly (in their view) walked on its 
surface.  These cerebral chaps go on to say that the entire area had to be ‘relatively calm’ for a 
few days so that sheets of ice could form on the Sea.  Such a period of relative calm can be 
expected, since the event supposedly took place during the winter months—a time with very 
little wind.   
 
However, the text says that the disciples in the boat were fighting against a massive storm, and 
storms on seas are not usually kind to the surface of the water.  Winds, waves, rain would have 
greatly affected any possible frozen walking surfaces for Jesus.  Moreover, let’s not forget that 
the disciples were roughly three miles from the nearest shoreline.  For Jesus to walk on frozen bits 
of water, he would have be near the coast; and if there is a massive storm on the Sea, then 
visibility for the disciples would be quite limited.  So even if Jesus did do some ice-skating across 
the Sea, the disciples most likely would not have seen it.   
 
I prefer to follow what the text says, in spite of the fact that scientists are unable to explain it.  I 
think not being able to explain this is part of the point.  A preacher back in the States used to 
say, ‘If you can completely explain how something happened, then God probably didn’t do it.’  
We have no convincing, scientific explanation for this event in Mark’s Gospel, and since I do not 
think it’s responsible for us as Christians to keep God at arms’ length just because we cannot 
understand how God does something; we have to accept the real possibility that this event was 
a miraculous work of God.   
 
What I especially love about this miracle is that the text says that Jesus originally planned on just 
walking right past them.  That, to me, just adds more humour to the story.  Not only does Jesus 
decide to do the unthinkable and walk out onto the water, he was going to walk right by as if to 
see the disciples and say, ‘Hang in there, chaps; you’re doing fine.  I’ll see you on the other side.’   

                                            
 1 Mentioned by M.L. Becker, ‘Schweitzer’s Quest for Jesus and Paul’ Concordia 28.4 (2002): 414. 

 2 D. Nof, I. McKeague, N. Paldor, ‘Is There a Paleolimnological Explanation for “Walking on Water” in 
the Sea of Galilee?,’ Journal of Paleolimnology 35 (2006): 417-39. 
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Now, while we could obviously deal with the humour of this account, we certainly need to pay 
attention to what this miracle means.  For that, we need to read on a bit more. 
 

[Read Mark 6.49-50] 
 
If you recall when we were thinking about ancient views of the water, we noted that people 
understood the water to be the place of evil.  We catch a glimpse of this in this story because 
the disciples in the boat fear that what they’re seeing is a ghost.  They most likely believed that 
an evil spirit of some kind arose from the stormy waters and was coming to harm them.   
 
Also, if you recall what was said earlier, the Bible constantly shows God has the source of rescue 
or salvation when the water is portrayed as the source of destruction.  And as we pointed out, 
the book of Revelation shows God’s throne resting securely and triumphantly on the waters.  
Here, in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus, the Son of God, is walking safely on the waters.   
 
And just in case we miss it, Jesus’ words are unmistakeable . . . in the original language; most 
English translations sadly let us down on this point.  What Jesus really says is, ‘Be courageous! I 
am.  Do not be afraid.’  Not only should the connections with the exodus story be slapping us in 
the face, but Mark’s description of who Jesus is should be beating on the door of our hearts.  The 
Israelites cried out because the sea blocked their way to safety, yet God—the great I AM—
comes to their rescue and parts the waters.  Here, the disciples cry out because of the storm and 
their fears of being attacked by ghosts, yet Jesus walks out to them, securely on the waters, and 
shows that he is not a ghost; he is the I AM.   
 

[Read Mark 6.51-52] 
 
These two verses give us a clue for why the disciples responded as they did.  While this might 
seem like an odd way to end this part of the story, it is actually quite essential for it.  Notice that 
the disciples were terrified when they saw Jesus coming towards them on the water, because 
they thought he was a ghost.  Now, when Jesus enters the boat and the storm completely stops, 
the text says they were ‘utterly astonished’, which is a really nice way of saying, ‘they thought 
they had gone mental.’   
 
What’s interesting is the real reason for their astonishment: they completely failed to understand 
the miracle of the feeding just hours before.  Given that these blokes have been with Jesus for 
quite some time, and have seen him do some pretty amazing things; the only explanation that 
can be given for why they are so thick at this point is because their hearts are like rocks.  They 
see so much of God right before them, yet they fail to see God.  If they didn’t see something 
about Jesus’ identity with the feeding of 5000+ with some kid’s lunch, they’re totally going to miss 
it when Jesus walks on water.  And they did completely miss it.  
 

Healing Many 
We now come to the second part of our story for this morning.   
 

[Read Mark 6.53-56] 
 
Just as an aside: where they land is nowhere near Bethsaida; in fact, they land just north of their 
original point of departure.  Oh well.   
 
Now, we’re not going to spend too much time on this passage simply because it summarises 
what Jesus does once they come ashore.  This is not to downplay the significance of what Jesus 
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does in Gennesaret; his deeds and miracles in that city are extremely meaningful.  Instead, I 
want us to see the purpose of this story in light of what has just happened.   
 
Notice that once Jesus and the disciples come ashore, the people of Gennesaret ‘immediately 
recognised Jesus’ (Mark 6.54), and as a result they came running out to him with their sick and 
lame in order to be healed.  The purpose of this part of the story is a contrast: the disciples, who 
know Jesus personally, are completely inept in their ability to recognise who he is when he does 
miraculous thing.  Here, the people of Gennesaret, who more than likely do not know Jesus 
personally, recognise him without question and come to him for miracles.   
 
I’m going to suggest something that might initially seem a bit controversial; but hear me out 
before you start chucking shoes at me.  While a contrast is most likely being made in the story, 
and while the emphasis is on the people recognising Jesus and the disciples failing to do so; I 
want to suggest that both the disciples and the people of Gennesaret are examples of how not 
to respond to Jesus.  Let me explain what I mean. 
 
Throughout Mark’s Gospel, there seems to be a theme the deals with how people respond to 
who Jesus is and what he does and why he does it.  This theme is often played out by showing 
an inappropriate response, which is based on either a faulty or superficial understanding of who 
Jesus is.  This, then, is balanced with a story that shows the correct response—one that is based 
on a true and meaningful understanding of Jesus’ identity.   
 
The people of Gennesaret respond incorrectly because they have a faulty and superficial 
understanding of what Jesus does and who he is.  They only see him as a great miracle-worker, 
not someone to whom they wish to give their life.  They are only seeking relief from physical 
burdens; they show no concern for being released from spiritual bondage.  In short, they are 
only seeing what Jesus can do; they are not seeing him for who he is. 
 
The disciples respond incorrectly to what Jesus does and who is because they have a faulty and 
superficial understanding of both.  However, their response is more of a problem because they 
should know better—they have been with Jesus day-in and day-out, and they have seen him do 
so many more amazing things than the people of Gennesaret have seen.  Their problem is that 
they’re only focusing on the amazing and the powerful; they are not seeing how and why such 
amazing and powerful things are happening.  They are not able to see who Jesus is because 
they are confused by what he is able to do.   
 
As we mentioned near the start of this sermon, which probably feels like 20 years ago, the 
Gospel of Mark is in many ways the story of Jesus’ life and ministry.  Specifically, it’s the story of 
what God is doing in and through the life and ministry of Jesus.  More to the point: it’s the story of 
the amazing, powerful and life-changing work of God in the person of Jesus.  But we also said 
that the Gospel is more than this: the purpose of Mark’s Gospel is to bring people to a decision 
of faith in the person of Jesus.  The decision of faith is really a change in life because of who 
Jesus is.   
 
The problem with the people in both of these stories is that they are in the presence of an 
amazing and powerful God, and yet their lives remain virtually unchanged.  They remain 
unchanged because they cannot see or understand beyond the amazing and the powerful.  
They remain unchanged because they fail to see who Jesus truly is and why he does what he 
does, and why he came to do what he did.  When we overcome this failure, and when we see 
Jesus for who he truly is, and when we faithfully accept the salvation that he came to give; we 
cannot help but be forever changed.   


