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Introduction 
If you look through Scripture—even dip into early Christian literature—you will find examples of 
people boldly defending their beliefs, even in the face of severe punishment and death.  By reading 
these accounts, a simple fact emerges: there are certain things worth fighting for, and there are 
certain things worth dying for.  For the early Christians, that “thing” was their belief in Jesus Christ.   
 
The question then becomes: are we willing to defend what we believe?  Let me add another layer to 
that question: are we more willing to defend what we believe if the opposition is from without, or if it 
is from within Christianity?  That may be a question not normally considered.   
 
As believers in Christ, we expect threats to our beliefs from the outside, but we rarely—if ever—expect 
being threatened from within.  But the hard truth is that what we expect the least is often what we 
experience the most.  This very problem is what I seek to address in this message.   
 
I will go ahead and admit it now that this message is not going to be easy; but given the seriousness 
of topic, its difficulty is understandable.  It deals with an issue that I have personally encountered; 
and one that we as Christians must respond to accordingly.  I thought about calling this message: “a 
big warning from a little book”, because it comes from the tiny letter of Jude.  Why Jude? 
 
Christian author, John Piper, once said: “If a book is easy and fits into your language conventions 
and thought forms, then you probably will not grow much from reading it.  It may be entertaining, but 
not enlarging to your understanding.  It’s the hard books that count.  Raking is easy, but all you get is 
leaves; digging is hard, but you might find diamonds.”1  I believe this thought speaks directly to the 
letter of Jude. 
 
Jude is not easy or entertaining; and it doesn’t parallel the language or manners of thinking of most 
people today.  British scholar, William Barclay once said, “Jude is largely unknown and seldom read.  
The reason for its difficulty is that it is written out of a background of thought, against the challenge of 
a situation, in pictures and with quotations, which are all quite strange to us.”2  And this is probably 
why most people are not upset that Jude is only 25 verses long.   
 
If this book is so difficult and its situation and illustrations are so foreign to us, why are we taking the 
time to study it?  I’m glad you asked.  Two reasons: 1) I completely disagree with Barclay.  The 
situation described in Jude is not so strange to us.  In fact, I believe the situation is all too familiar.  
And 2) I want us to look into this book because it is typically ignored; all the while containing rewards 
far more valuable than we realize.   
 
What I plan to do here is to compare and contrast the situation of Jude’s time with the situation of 
our time.  By doing so, we can begin to see the problem more clearly and the approach it more 
confidently.  With that, let’s begin our dig. 
 

Quick Back-story 
Outside of working with children, two of my greatest passions are theology and apologetics.  This 
combination doesn’t mean that I sit around all day saying I’m sorry for studying the Bible.  Instead, 

                                            
 1 J. Piper, God’s Passion for His Glory (Wheaton, 1998), 29. 
 2 W. Barclay, The Letters of John and Jude, rev. ed (Louisville, 1976), 157. 
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what this combination means is that I love to study the concepts of the Bible as well as offer a 
defense for what I believe.  A lot of this came about after I met the Christian scholar, Norman Geisler. 
   
About four years ago, I had the opportunity to sit and listen to this man for nearly three hours; and at 
various times, I had the chance to talk with Dr. Geisler.  In that encounter, a spark was put in my life 
that has yet to die; and I pray that it never will.  While I may never reach the breadth of Dr. Geisler’s 
knowledge, there is a common source which we share—a Biblical principle that says “Sanctify Christ 
as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3.15). 
 
This verse has become the hallmark for Christian apologetics.  Let me back up a moment.   
 
For those who are unfamiliar with what apologetics is; I define it as basically the willingness to defend 
what you believe in and the ability to explain why you believe it.  The term itself, “apologia” carries 
the idea of being able to prove yourself innocent; or, present an argument in an effective manner.  
Some of you may be thinking that apologetics should be left to people like Norman Geisler and Ravi 
Zacharias.  But the truth of the matter is that the command found in 1 Peter is directed toward 
anyone who claims Christ as their Lord and Savior.     
 

Why Jude? 
So, what does all of this have to do with our study of Jude?  Well, in a word: everything.  The study of 
theology and the use of apologetics can be seen as two of the primary concerns for Jude.  They 
were concerns because neither was being seriously considered.  And because they were not being 
considered, the people were in a potentially dangerous situation.  Admittedly, that’s a big claim; so, 
let’s take a moment and unpack this.   
 
What is the situation of Jude; or, what was going on that caused Jude to say, “While I was making 
every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing 
that you contend earnestly for the faith” (Jude 3)?  This is an obvious change in topic.  The only thing I 
can compare this to would be a person starting out to write a love-letter, but suddenly changing it 
into a “Dear John” letter.  The change of subject matter, for Jude, was not subtle; it was extremely 
dramatic.  Something had to have happened to cause him to alter the topic.   
 
Well, that something is found in the next verse: “For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long 
ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into 
sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ” (Jude 4).  To summarize the situation: the 
some that happened was the emergence of false teachers.  A group of individuals had made their 
way into the Christian fellowship with the intention of dismantling it.  We see this by the use of the 
Greek word, “pareisduõ,” which means: to slip in under false pretenses.   
 

Two Kind of Bad Teachers 
This suggests that there are two types of false teachers.  On the one hand, there are those who are 
easily spotted because their teachings are blatantly against Christian beliefs.  (Atheistic and agnostic 
philosophers fall into this category).  Teachings such as: there is no God; or, if there is a God, then he 
cannot be known; or, if he can be known, we really don’t need him.  Again, these thoughts and 
ideas are very blatant and contrary to Christian beliefs.  Now, this type of false teacher is not guilty of 
slipping into Christianity; this type would be more like a bull in a china shop.     
 
On the other hand, there are those who are not so easily noticed because their teachings are often 
quite subtle.  Initially, their teachings appear to be true.  However, closer inspection shows their 
teaching to be utter heresy.  They begin by slightly twisting, or altering, the truth all the while knowing 
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where these twists and alterations ultimately lead.  It’s this sort of subtlety and slight twisting of ideas 
and beliefs that allow these sorts of teacher to “slip in” unnoticed (at first).   
 
While the first type cannot be ignored, and we certainly need to be on our guard against such 
teachings; the second type is the primary concern for Jude.  These are the ones who slip in under 
false pretenses.  Now, this second type works its way into the church and is able to lead many away 
from Christian truths through what I call “beautiful deception”.   
 
Let me clarify this: I am not calling the deception “beautiful”; instead, I am saying that these 
teachers use beauty as a means of deception.  To say it differently: they make their teachings 
appear truthful, when under the “skin” things are actually quite ugly or false.  The first mention of this 
approach is found in the Garden of Eden.  The serpent was well aware of what God told Adam and 
Eve—he knew the “rules” they were supposed to follow.  Since the serpent knew that he could not 
disprove the existence of God, he decided to discredit the fairness of God.   
 
In the account mentioned in Genesis 3, the serpent did two things to achieve his goal: 1) he caused 
Eve to question God within herself; and 2) he persuaded her to seek after the benefits of being 
autonomous from God (or, becoming like a ‘god’ herself).  Notice what has just happened.  The 
serpent went after to the will first, and then the desires.  He knew that if the will was broken, the 
desires would naturally fall as well.  To put this in a different way: Eve would have never sought 
autonomy unless she believed God was being unfair.     
 
I mention this instance for one simple reason: the pattern found in this account can also be found in 
how false teachers have succeeded throughout the Scriptures, history, and even today in teaching 
their false doctrines.  These teachers begin their assault in much the same way as the serpent.  First, 
they go after the will; and then, they go after the desires.  This is why it is so important that we as 
Christians guard both our minds and our hearts against those who wish to attack them—either in a 
blatant manner or a subtle one.   
 
So, the best way to describe the false teachings is to say that they are “resultive” (there’s a new word 
for you).  What this means is that these teachers seem to have a systematic and logical approach in 
how they deliver their teachings.  In other words, what they teach is the cause; and the logical 
outworking of that teaching is the result.  The key thing to remember is that they already know the 
result; it does not come about by accident.     
 

Considering the Cause 
Let’s look at the cause.  There is not much known about who the false teachers were in days of Jude.  
What we do know about these teachers is that they were exploiting the grace of God by using it as a 
license to sin; and even encouraging others to indulge in the same practice.  It may have been 
because of this type of thinking that Paul said, “Are we to continue in sin so that grace may 
increase?  May it never be!” (Romans 6.1-2).   
 
That final phrase, “may it never be” is one of the strongest phrases in the Greek language.  Most Bible 
will say something like, “God forbid”.  Another way of translating it might be, “Absolutely not”.  
However, the closet English equivalent would be, “May that possibility never become a possibility”.  
But the possibility which Paul never wanted to exist was a reality and something being enjoyed by 
the false teachers in Jude.  
 
Well, this teaching, or cause, brings about a powerful result: they denied Jesus Christ as Lord.  Notice 
that I did not say that this was a second teaching; it is simply the logical outworking of turning the 
grace of God into a license to sin.  They were not instructing the people to verbally deny Christ as 
Lord—they couldn’t get away with teaching that.  Instead, in order to bring about their desired result, 
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they led people to believe that they could remain in Christ while indulging in whatever pleasure they 
desired.  So, in other words: their denial of Jesus was not so much a spoken one as it was an active 
one.  Martin Luther summarizes it this way: “They deny the Lord Christ in fact and by their works, and 
they consider Him not as their Lord – but themselves as their own lord.”1   
 
There was one main factor as to why these false teachers were so successful in luring people away 
from Christ: there appears to be a general unawareness within the believers.  This unawareness has 
two parts: 1) they were unaware of the presence of false teachers; and 2) they were unaware of the 
subtle changes being made, as well as how to defend themselves theologically.  Had the believers 
been more attuned to the second part, the first would have never happened.  We could say it this 
way, so that it speaks to us: if the believers were more educated in theology and apologetics, the 
false teachers would have never been allowed to enter—let alone deliver their false doctrines.   
 
To summarize things up to this point: the false teachers in the time of Jude encouraged the practice 
of indulging in “gross immorality” (Jude 7), saying it was allowable because God’s grace was 
sufficient.  And buying into this teaching and living it out ultimately led to the active denial of Jesus 
Christ as Lord.  Now, if we honestly examine the facts, we will see the immediate similarities between 
Jude’s situation and ours.   
 
First, false teachers can still be found within the church today.  This is not to say that they are only 
found within the church, because there are plenty who are found outside of the church; but that is a 
topic for another time.  Second, not only are false teachers found within the church, they are—at 
times—leaders of the church.  And finally, their teachings are still spiritually dangerous, if not 
destructive.  The only difference is in what is being taught.  With that, let us briefly look at the false 
teachings of our time. 
 

A Mental Break 
Let me make this transition by way of a funny story; and to give your minds a break for a moment.  
Some time ago, there was a notorious Mexican bank robber named, José Rivera.  His crimes were so 
great that the Mexican government enlisted the help of a well-known and rather large Texas Ranger.  
The Ranger’s orders were simple: find José Rivera, get the money, and bring him in; if he resists, shoot 
him.  Not long after the hunt began, the Ranger stopped in a local bar and asked the bartender if 
he knew where to find José Rivera.  The bartender pointed to a young man sitting at the end of the 
bar and said, “That’s him.”   
 
The Ranger went over to this young man and said, “Are you José Rivera?”  The young man shrugged 
his shoulders as if to say, “I don’t speak English.”  The Ranger told the bartender to interpret what he 
was saying.  The bartender agreed.  The Ranger didn’t waste any time with questions; he simply said, 
“I have been sent here to find you, get the money, and bring you in; and if you resist, I’m going to 
shoot you right now.”  The translation went through, and José Rivera responded, “Alright.  Tell the 
Ranger that if he goes a mile down the road, there is a large tree opposite a stone wall—it’s the only 
tree there.  Then tell him to dig down about six feet, at the base of that tree, until he finds some large 
mail-bags; and in those bags are the millions of dollars that I have stolen.”  There was a short pause, 
and then the bartender said to the Ranger, “José Rivera says, ‘Go ahead and shoot’.”   
 
While this is a humorous story, it speaks directly to how false teachers deliver their false doctrines.  
They twist and alter the translation and interpretation of Scripture to meet their own desires, all the 
while knowing that the general public will never know the difference.  Most people hear something 
being said by a religious leader which sounds legitimate, and they buy into it not knowing where it 
ultimately leads.     

                                            
 1 M. Luther, Commentary on Peter and Jude (Grand Rapids, 1990), 292. 
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About 3 years ago, I was at a men’s Bible Study at Southeast Christian Church; and Bob Russell made 
a random comment about some athlete.  Evidently, he gave wrong information because several 
men in the audience spoke up corrected the error.  Then Bob, half-jokingly said, “You know, if I say 
something wrong about sports or an athlete, you guys are all over me; but if I were to teach 
something completely false from the Bible, you would never know it.”   
 
The point he was making was simple: it is far too easy for ministers to exploit their role and completely 
teach something false, simply because the people would be unaware that something false was 
being taught in the first place.     
 
The point of all of this is that false teachers do in fact exist.  We are still confronted with the ideas and 
thoughts of atheistic and agnostic philosophers; they are found within most secular college 
campuses.  These professors will exploit their positions and pound their philosophies into the young 
minds which fill their classrooms.  But I must side with Jude and say that these teachers are not our 
primary concern.   
 
The real concern for us is the false teachers within the walls of churches.  These teachers will not 
pound their ideas and philosophies into people’s minds; instead, they will deliver them with “beautiful 
deception”.  Let me give you a couple of examples.  Before giving these examples, let me quickly 
say that the false teachers of our time are sometimes so subtle and convincing that it is very difficult 
to notice them.  The first example proves this point.   
 
Joyce Meyer is a leading Pentecostal preacher in St. Louis.  She is most known for her books, and her 
radio/TV program, “Life in the Word.”  Her teachings reflect that of a larger heretical group; and one 
of the hallmark teachings of that group, and Joyce Meyer, deals with Jesus’ death:  
 

During that time, [Jesus] entered hell, where you and I deserve to go (legally) because of our sin. 
. . . He paid the price there . . . no plan was too extreme. . . . Jesus paid on the cross and in hell. . . 
. God rose up from His throne and said to the demon powers tormenting the sinless Son of God, 
“Let Him go”.  Then the resurrection power of the Almighty God went through hell and filled Jesus. 
. . . He was resurrected from the dead—the first born again Man.”1   

 
While this is a powerful image and certainly an emotional stimulant, it is a very poor (and very bad) 
interpretation of 2 Peter 3.19.  Nothing in the context of 2 Peter or anything found in the teachings of 
Christ give support to the claim that Jesus had to suffer in hell.  The only way one can arrive at this is 
through some serious logical—not to mention, theological—maneuvering.   
 
The thing is, Joyce Meyer teaches this without reserve, and this is a problem; yet, the greater problem 
is that she has openly denied ever believing or teaching that Christ was born again in hell.  But, she 
will say that if anyone denies her teaching of Christ going to hell, then they cannot go to heaven.  
You begin to see the obvious problem. 
 
The second example is the larger heretical group: The Word of Faith Movement.  Time does not 
permit, and the list of names is too long, but allow me to give you a sample of what they believe 
(and, do not believe).  This group believes that the idea of the Trinity—the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—is something of the devil.2  They also believe that “every man who has been ‘born again’ is an 
Incarnation . . . The believer is as much an Incarnation as was Jesus of Nazareth.”3  This same group 
                                            
 1 J. Meyer, The Most Important Decision You Will Ever Make: A Complete and Thorough Understanding of 
What it Means to be Born Again (Tulsa, 1991), 35-36—emphasis original. 
 2 W. Branham, Footprints on the Sands of Time (Jeffersonville, 1975), 606-07. 
 3 E.W. Kenyon, The Father and His Family, 17th ed. (Lynnwood, 1964), 100. 



CS Sweatman 6 

will even go as far as to say that if anyone speaks out against their teachings, they are condemning 
themselves to hell and there is no hope for redemption.   
 
Groups such as these feel as though they are bringing about a new revelation of Scripture which will 
enhance the people’s understanding of God’s Word.  But what they fail to understand is that in 
God’s revealed and completed Word, God has already made mention of their actions: “For certain 
people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly 
people” (Jude 4).  And these ungodly people, “will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have 
their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 
and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4.3-4).  They will 
teach these myths as gospel truth; yet, Paul says: “If we, or an angel from Heaven, should preach to 
you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed” (Galatians 1.8).  The 
Greek is a little more forceful.  It uses the word, “anathema,” which literally means, to be under the 
curse of God.   
 
Let me give you a brief thought that summarizes all of this, and then illustrate it with a personal story.  
Here’s the thought: people are not opposed to absolutes; instead, they are opposed to what 
absolutes require—and that is to admit they are not absolute.  (What?!)  I’ll make it easier: people 
are not against the fact that there is a God; instead, they are against what that fact requires—and 
that is to admit they are not God.  The false teachers during the time of Jude, and the false teachers 
of our time firmly believe that their message is absolute; yet, the Bible clearly reveals their message to 
be a painted lie.  They fail to see this revelation because they have turned their ears from the truth 
and have turned aside to myths (cf. 2 Timothy 4.4), and they will no longer listen to the truth. 
 
Here is the personal story: about three years ago, I came into contact with a woman who is a part of 
growing movement in America.  This movement has multiple names: Jesus Only, Oneness 
Pentecostals, Modalistics, etc.  I should point out that this movement is not really anything new; it has 
actually been in existence since the 2nd and 3rd Centuries.  Their fundamental belief—as simple as I 
can make it—is this: in the Bible, God occupies three different “offices” (or, “modes”), but never 
simultaneously; and that all three are occupied, each in turn, by the person of Jesus.   
 
In other words, at one time, Jesus was the Father; then at some point, Jesus stopped being the Father 
and became the Son; and finally, after the resurrection and ascension, Jesus stopped being the Son 
and became the Holy Spirit.  Notice that they are not saying that Jesus stopped being Jesus; they 
are simply saying that he stopped being certain “roles”.  Essentially, what they are doing with this kind 
of teaching is removing the Christian belief in the Trinity (or, the better term: the Godhead).  In fact, 
they will openly condemn anyone who believes in the idea of the Trinity.   
 
For close to two years, this woman and I kept in close contact through e-mails; and our discussions 
revolved around the conflict between her belief and mine.  Near the end of our conversations, I flat 
out asked her to explain the passage which shows all three persons of the Trinity simultaneously and 
square it with what she believes.  (The passage I am referring to is Jesus’ baptism).  In that account, 
we see the person of Jesus—the Son; we hear the voice from Heaven—the Father; and we see the 
dove descending upon Jesus—the Spirit.   
 
With this before her, do you know what she said?  She said this: “The person of Jesus is obvious, the 
dove landing on Him is a coincidental landing and means nothing; and the voice from Heaven: have 
you ever heard of ventriloquism?  Jesus simply threw His voice into the sky.”  I went on to say:  
 

Such a statement makes the person of Jesus a deceiver of men, because He made the people 
believe that two different persons were interacting with each other.  If Jesus is a deceiver, then he 
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is a liar; and if he is a liar, then he cannot be truly God.  So, if Jesus is not truly God, then who are 
you worshipping? 

 
She then called me a “puppet of Satan” and quit our conversations.  They “will not endure sound 
doctrine . . . and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4.3-4). 
 

Insight from Jude 
So how are we as Christian supposed to respond to the emergence of false teachers?  Does the 
letter of Jude give any insight as to how we are to respond; or does the letter simply make us aware 
of the problem?  To answer the second question: yes, the letter of Jude does give some insight; after 
making us aware of the problem.  To answer the first question: Jude gives us one key element, which 
has three parts.  Look at what he says: 
 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep 
yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And have 
mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have 
mercy with fear (Jude 20-23) 

 
I see one key element in all of this: devotion.  We as Christians must be devoted to our relationship 
with Jesus Christ, simply because no relationship is greater.  Our jobs, our families, our activities, our 
friendships, and our lives; all of these are secondary to our relationship with Christ.  And living with this 
type of understanding takes devotion.  That’s the key element; here are the three parts: 
 
The first is personal study.  If you do not have a regular routine, I encourage you to begin one.  There 
is so much joy and so much wonder to be found in studying the Bible.  We as Christians need to 
become more aware of not only the Scriptures, but also with how those Scriptures affect our lives.  
So, as you read, look for where and how God is speaking to you; and then respond accordingly.  This 
practice can be as simple as reading a chapter a day; or as complex as Alexander Campbell’s: 
wake up at 4:30am, an hour of Greek, an hour of Hebrew, an hour of Latin, and then memorize 10 
verses.  I’ll let you pick. 
 
The second is prayer.  I have used this quote before, but it is worth using again: “If you are a praying 
Christian, your Christianity will carry you; if you are not a praying Christian, you will carry your 
Christianity, and it gets exhausting carrying the infinite.”1  I cannot begin to express the importance 
of prayer.  Prayer is not about going to God and asking him for something; it is an intimate time of 
conversation between you and God.  Now, within that conversation, you may realize the need to 
ask something of him—mainly, forgiveness—but the essence of prayer is communion.  Prayer is what 
temporarily restores that which was lost in the Garden—that sacred interaction between man and 
God.  Please never forget the importance and beauty of prayer.     
 
And finally, respond.  If the previous two are not a vital part of your life, this one will be extremely 
difficult.  Not only is a response to the emergence of false teachers needed; how we respond is 
equally important.  There is an Indian proverb that says, “Once you’ve cut off a person’s nose, there’s 
no point in giving him a rose to smell.”  If, when dealing with false teachers, we immediately charge 
after them with theological swords drawn; we will cut off their noses, and there is no point in sharing 
the wonderful “aroma” of the message of Christ.  We must be Christ-like in our response.  This is the 
very reason for Peter’s disclaimer at the end of his command: “give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3.15). 
 

                                            
 1 R. Zacharias, “Is There Not a Cause” (Let My People Think). 
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Here’s the bottom line and then I’m through.  False teachers existed in the early church and they still 
exist today.  Also, their mission or goal is the same today as it was in the time of Jude—to lead people 
away from Christ through “beautiful deception”.  Just as Satan attacked the rule, and not the Rule-
giver; the false teachers within churches will not attack the Author, but the “rule” (or, guide) which 
he gave—i.e. the Bible.   
 
Most often, these attacks on the Bible are not blatant; they are subtle.  Therefore, as believers in 
Christ, we must deepen our understanding of God’s Word so that we will know when the truth is 
being twisted.  I urge you to take the time and search out the depths of God’s Word and have a 
willingness to defend what you believe.  There are certain things worth fighting for, and there are 
certain things worth dying for; and the absolute truth of God’s holy Word in one of those things.   


